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LJCP Report on Gender 

Based Violence in Pakistan 
 

The Law and Justice Commission of 

Pakistan's report An Overview of 

Gender-Based Violence Cases 2023, 

underscores the critical need to 

enhance support services for 

victims, ensuring their safety and 

continued engagement with the 

judicial process. The report 

advocates for comprehensive public 

awareness initiatives and 

community engagement programs 

to foster societal change and 

empower victims of gender-based 

violence with the necessary support 

and resources1. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Various laws to prevent domestic 

violence have been implemented 

across Pakistan's provinces, each 

tailored to safeguard women, 

children, and vulnerable individuals 

                                                             
1 Report on “Unveiling Shadows: Gender-Based 
Violence in Pakistan An Overview of Gender-

Based Violence Cases-2023. 

from domestic abuse. These 

include: - 

1. The Punjab Protection of Women 

against Violence Act, 2016 (Act 

XVI of 2016); 

2. The Sindh Domestic Violence 

(Prevention and Protection) Act, 

2013 (XX of 2013); 

3. The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Domestic Violence against 

Women (Prevention and 

Protection) Act, 2021 (III of 

2021); and  

4. The Balochistan Domestic 

Violence (Prevention and 

Protection) Act, 2014 (VII of 

2014). 

Each law outlines measures to deter 

violence and provides a legal 

framework for protecting victims. 

 

 

 

 INTRODUCTION 
 

Domestic Violence remains a 

significant and distressing issue in 

Pakistan, affecting the lives and 

safety of countless individuals. 

According to a 2020 report by the 

Human Rights Commission of 

Pakistan (HRCP), more than 90% of 

Pakistani women have encountered 

some form of domestic violence. 

This staggering figure highlights an 

urgent need for effective legal 

protections, public awareness, and 

support systems to address this 

pervasive problem. 
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(i)  What is Domestic Violence:- 

Domestic violence includes all 

intentional acts of gender 

based or other physical or 

psychological abuse 

committed by an accused 

against women, children or 

other vulnerable persons, 

with whom the accused is or 

has been in a domestic 

relationship.  

(ii)  kinds of Domestic Violence:-

These are the kinds of 

domestic violence under the 

prevailing laws:  

 Economic abuse 

 Physical violence 

 Sexual violence 

 Verbal and emotional abuse  

(iii) Legal Process for 

Complaints:  

 An aggrieved person, or a 

person authorized or the 

women protection officer 

may submit a complaint 

in the relevant Court for 

obtaining a protection, 

residence or monetary 

order in favour of the 

aggrieved person. 

 The Court shall finally 

decide the complaint 

within ninety days2 as 

summary trial.  
 

(iv)  Detailed Protections under 

Domestic Violence Laws: 

Protections include interim 

orders, protection orders 

and residence orders and 

monetary relief etc. The 

details are as follows:-   

                                                             
2 In KP, the Court shall decide the complaint 
within sixty days and in Balochistan within thirty 
days. 

i. Interim Relief: The Court 

may, at any stage of the 

complaint, pass such interim 

order as deems necessary. 

       ii. Protection Order: Keeping in 

view the peculiar facts and 

circumstances of the case, 

the Court may pass any one 

or more directions to the 

defendant:- 

 not to have any 
communication with the 
aggrieved person, with or 
without exceptions; 

 stay away from the 
victim; 

 wear ankle or wrist 
bracelet GPS tracker for 
any act of grave violence 
or apprehension of grave 
violence which may 
endanger the life, dignity 
or reputation of the 
aggrieved person; 

 surrender any weapon or 
firearm which the 
defendant lawfully 
possesses; 

 refrain from aiding or 
abetting an act of 
violence; 

 refrain from entering the 
place of employment of the 
aggrieved person or any 
other place frequently 
visited by the aggrieved 
person;  

 refrain from causing 
violence to a dependent, 
other relative or any 
person who provides 
assistance to the aggrieved 
person against violence.  

iii. Residence order: In addition 
to any order, the Court may 
direct that: 

 the victim shall not be 
evicted from the house; 

 the victim has the right to 
stay in the house; 

 the victim may be 
relocated from the house 
to the shelter home for 
relief, protection and 
rehabilitation; 

 the defendant shall 
deliver the possession of 
any property or 
documents to the victim 
to which she is entitled; 

 restrained the defendant 
or his any relatives from 
entering the shelter home 
or place of employment 
or any other place 

Salient features of the 

domestic Violence laws 



frequently visited by the 
victim; or  

 shall arrange an 
alternate 
accommodation for 
victim or to pay its rent.  

iv. Monetary order: At any 

stage of the trial, the Court 

may direct the defendant to 

pay monetary relief to the 

victim which includes:  

 compensation for 
suffering as a 
consequence of economic 
abuse;  

 loss of earning;  

 medical expense;  

 loss caused due to the 
destruction, damage or 
removal of any   property 
from the control of the 
aggrieved person to 
which the aggrieved 
person is entitled; 

 payment of reasonable 
rent and meals for shelter 
provided to the aggrieved 
person and dependent 
children in a shelter home 
if the defendant is 
mandated by the law to 
provide shelter to the 

aggrieved person and 
dependent children; and 

 reasonable maintenance 
for the aggrieved person 
and her dependent 
children, if any, in 
addition to an order of 
maintenance under family 
laws.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

(i) Penalty for filing 

false complaint: - A person, 

who gives false information 

about the commission of 

violence which that person 

knows or has reason to believe 

to be false, shall be liable to 

punishment of imprisonment 

for a term which may extend to 

three months or fine which 

may extend to one hundred 

thousand rupees but which 

shall not be less than fifty 

thousand rupees or both.3 

(ii) Penalty for breach 

of orders:-  

 A defendant, who commits 

breach of an interim order, 

protection order, residence 

order or monetary order, or 

illegally interferes with the 

working of the GPS tracker, 

shall be punished with 

imprisonment for a term 

which may extend to one year 

or fine which may extend to 

two hundred thousand 

rupees but which shall not be 

                                                             
3 In Balochistan, the punishment of giving false 
information is simple imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months or with fine 
which may extend to fifty thousand rupees or 

with both.  

less than fifty thousand 

rupees or both4. 

 A defendant, who violates the 

interim order, protection order, 

residence order or monetary 

order more than once, shall be 

liable to punishment which 

may extend to two years but 

which shall not be less than 

one year and to fine which may 

extend to five hundred 

thousand rupees but which 

shall not be less than one 

hundred thousand rupees.5 

 

 

 

                                                             
4 In KP, the penalty for breach of orders is 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one 
year or fine which may extend to three hundred 
thousand rupees or with both. In Balochistan, 
imprisonment which may extend to one year but shall 
be not less than six months and with fine which may 
not be less than one hundred thousand rupees.  
5 In Balochistan on subsequent violation shall be 
punished with imprisonment which may extend 
to one year but shall not be less than six months 
and with fine which may not be less than one 
hundred thousand rupees. 

Penalties for False 

Complaints and Breach of 

Court Orders 



A person aggrieved from an interim 

order, protection order, residence 

order, monetary order or sentence 

of the Court may, within thirty days 

of the communication of the order 

or sentence, prefer an appeal to the 

court6 of sessions which shall decide 

the appeal within sixty days from 

the date of receipt of the appeal. 

 

Following offices for the protection 

of women from domestic violence 

may be contacted:- 

 
                                                             
6 In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa an appeal can be filed 

in the High Court within thirty days 

 

    Office Address 
 

 

         Punjab 
 

Punjab Commission on the Status 

of Women, Lahore  

Address: 88 Shadman II, Lahore, 

Pakistan 

Punjab Women Helpline:   1043 

Phone No:    +92 04299268000-4 

 

The Punjab Women Protection 
Authority, Lahore. 

Address: Near Filter Hospital, 
Wahdat Colony, and Wahdat Rd, 
Lahore. 

Help Line:   1737 

Phone No: 042-99333817 

Email: 
pwpa.official@pwpa.punjab.gov.pk 

 

         Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
 

The KP Directorate of Social 
Welfare and Women 
Empowerment, Peshawar and for 

the victims of domestic violence KP 
Social Welfare Department has 
established Bolo Helpline. 

BOLO Helpline KP: 0800-22227; 

Address: 134, 135 & 136 Industrial 
Estate Phase-V Hayatabad 
Peshawar. 

Phone No:  091-9216990 

Email: admin@yahoo.com 

Website link: http://kpitb.gov.pk 
 

          Balochistan 
 

The Balochistan Women 
Development Department, Quetta. 

Address: Science and IT Department 
Block No 14 Zarghoon Road, Quetta. 

Helpline:  1089 

Phone No: 9201827-61 

Email:   info@balochistan.gov.pak 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appeal 

mailto:pwpa.official@pwpa.punjab.gov.pk
tel:091-9216990
http://kpitb.gov.pk/
tel:9201827-61


	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 صوبوں میں قانون کا اطل

 

 

                                               "   ا%ات &  '  +*(د

 ,   /.ان 0   1د  3%ہ 5ف

 67  8   ;:ے =رے

 اA @ " 5ف ا?م  C DE۔

 F GH  I  J +*(د

 J   ;:ے  LMب ,

اR STU Vم QرF NO P۔ 

   ] X2020ل  [ق  ا_^ J 

 ab  (Human Rightsن آف

Commission of Pakistan)  uا v

 Tے  wx  y  I  z{  ر=رٹ

 *+   ~ا{ ^ab   زا� V  �

� C۔ � ا�ادو Eر� �  (د

 �O I � I � راس�

 V � اس ا� � ،C D� �.�

 �  �O @  '  �  8   �ر %�

 �� ' Aرى دادر�  ،� ^TU 

 آ��  �ا� I £ف ¢¡ د   اور

 I ¤ورت F۔ 

 

 

 

TUن و  ¦ا¥ Vاس ا� � ' 

v [ ل  ا§فX2023 J 

”   � » ªد  ' ­¬ت   (د 8

 ا ‘‘O1®ہ V   ¦ا¥  اس  اور ± 

 ر=رٹ u 67  ²  I

J +* (د V 3%ہ ا1اد 

 ا  اور Aدادر   �رى  اور  ´ؤ  اµاد، I 

 ¶ · ¸X¹ ر º ف§

 »   د¼¸ ¡¢   £ف I  v½

 ¿¾  F۔ ÀÁ J ر=رٹ

I ¸اÂا Ã¦ 3 ،  Ä¬د اورµ I Å%

 ' v½   اÆر Ç  ÈX ' ÉXو

   آ�� ' @ اË7 uط @ �ا�

Ï 8 Ð زور  8وÎام ÌÍ د  I ا

 دF Ñ 0۔

																																																									
» ªد 8 (د ’’ TUن و ا§ف ] I ر=رٹ1  

  ۔‘‘� O®ہ ٢٠٢٣' ­¬ت 

 

 

 ¸ÇÖ × @ ' مØ روك I د) *+

 Ú 8 C Û Ü ÝÞ ßاà، :C âدرج ذ � å 

 ~ا{ ' æف (د  .1 ç èÖب،

 �é نTU � �V2016 ؁ 

2. èÖ روك)  Iھ،+*(دí مØ 

 ؁ �é 2013 اور�) �TUن

3.  I   +*(د  îïðا، èÖ

 TUن �   اور�)  Øم  (روك

�é2021 ؁ 

 (روك  .4 I   +*(د  ñòن، èÖ

é نTU� (م اور�Ø�2014 ؁ 

   à ¼ÇاJ ß +*(د  ' õارك اور�ôہ

 Ñ P öط ÷م وË7@ ' � ' Å%3

 F۔ 

 

 

 +* (د ' æف � 

	

	

	

	

	

	

 

 قانون فہمی

 
 

 وانصاف کمیشن آف پاکستان قانون
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 دوTں  0 "¬R ºرو  «ار ¼س    0 F GE

 °ا¾ دى C GO۔

 æف ورزى  4  I ا3¬ت J  ï ðاîا

 �E "¬R ºرو d¼ } 0 ¹ °ا اX uل   I

 GO ا¾ دى° I ¹ 0 دوTں   J نñò ،C

 å F GO ¸ÃÄ  º ل X uا � å ا°

 uا � å ا°  I v¬R اور ?E �  ½  V ہ¬ Å  �

� E?۔  ½  V ºرو d¼ 

 ¸ÃÄ  º  ºرو  d¼  Æb  �  å

F GO5 È ºرو d¼ uا

?E � ½V۔ 

� Ä¬اور   ر12 ،�   'Dرى، ا6

 .  ا3¬ت  '  (30) تیسV 3%ہ دTں

6  �ا É6ا.ر  Êدا  Ëا  J

 >  � Ëا   ' ا.ر  � ÌX دن å F 9�

 = �ے ?۔ 
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Sرا  VÍÍد  âذ  P  @درج

 F 9O۔

																																																									
 5  I   æف ورزى  Çر ñòن J اV u زا�

 uا � å ?  MO دى  °ا   I ¹  J رتÖ

F GO ¸ÃÄ  º لX ½  V  Å ¬ہ  È  

 V ºرو d¼ uا � å ا°  I v¬R اور ?E �

� E?۔  ½ 

 6  J Îk  J �ا6  ï ðاîا

 Ï دTں ' ا.د اË داF 9� Ê۔

                    Ð � Ñ:د

 : ۔çب

 ، ¼Eر۔نسواں çب ] zاM [ق

:Ð 88  د¬ن{IIنab ،رE¼ ، 

 Õ¼ Ö : 1043 وç Ôب

×  4-04299268000: �ن 

 اØر±،  Ù8و  Úوو  çب

 ¼Eر۔

Ð:   تÛو   Ü Ýل، Þد

 ،^ß� 

 ۔وÛت روڈ، ¼Eر

Õ¼ Ö  :1737 

×  99333817-042: �ن 

â : اى 
pwpa.official@pwpa.punjab.gov.pk 

 

 

 اور   �0ت ±²

 I   ا3¬ت êا�

°ا¾:۔  æف ورزى 8 

	

 ëìí¬ت

' @: 	

اور �اê  ت±² �0

I ف ورزى  ا3¬تæ

	  ۔:¾ °ا8 

 اË:۔

	



	

	

 : ۔îï ðا

 îV  ïرðÊڈا   îïا ð

óورñ ،òور۔  ô �õا Ôو öو÷ ا 

 ßË:ø  '×  Õ¼ Ö 0800-

22227 

Ð  اâùú  136اور  135، 134:

  û   üاV  دÇآ  þت

 ñور۔

 :×  9216990-�091ن 

 :â اىadmin@yahoo.com 

"  #X $و :

http://kpitb.gov.pk 

 

 : ۔ñòن

 ڈ'ر&،   ڈو) Ôو  ñòن
 ·(۔

Ð ±   آ¸ öا  *X  :

  ×    +ك  14ڈ'ر&

 زر,ن روڈ، ·(۔

 :Õ¼ Ö1089 

 :×  61-�9201827ن 

 :â اى 

info@balochistan.gov.pak 
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