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& mlat the Law is About?

The Criminal Law (Third Amendment)
Act, 2011 (XXVI of 2011) is also
known as Prevention of Anti-Women
Practices Act. It is a legal measure
enacted in Pakistan to combat harmful
practices that target women and violate
their fundamental rights. This Act is a
significant step towards eliminating
discriminatory and oppressive practices
that have long plagued women in
Pakistani society. The law introduces
certain amendments to the Pakistan
Penal Code (XLV of 1860), where
unjust and discriminatory customary
practices against women such as
wanni/swara, deprivation from
inheritance, forced marriages, and
marriage with the Quran have been
made offences. This law applies to the
entirety of Pakistan.

The key
Prevention of the Prevention of Anti-

characteristics of the

Women Practices Act are outlined
below:

gxchange of a Female in

Settling Disputes

In many parts of Pakistan, it has been a
common practice to give a women or girl
to settle any civil or criminal dispute, or
any other liability, on the custom wanni
or swara. However, this practice has been
deemed illegal and offensive by the
Prevention of Anti-Women Practice Act.
The Act has made it punishable under
section 310 A of the Pakistan Penal Code
(Act XLV of 1860) with imprisonment up
to seven years, but not less than three
years, and a fine of rupees five hundred
thousand. This offence is non-bailable
and non-compoundable under Schedule 11
of the Code of Criminal Procedure (Act V
of 1898).

Depriving a Woman from

Inheriting Proper

The law also protects women’s rights to

inherit property and prevent any
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individuals from unfairly manipulating
inheritance laws to deprive women of
their rightful inheritance. The law states
that anyone who deprives a women of
inheriting any moveable or immovable
property at the time of opening of
succession by using dishonest or
unlawful means will face penal
consequences under section 498 A of
the Pakistan Penal Code. The
punishment for this crime is ten years
imprisonment, but not less than five
years, or a fine of one million rupees, or
both. This offence is non-bailable and
not compoundable, and the accused

shall not be arrested without a warrant.




70rced Marriage of a

Woman

The law also addresses situations where
women are coerced or forced into
marriage against their will, ensuring
that individuals who engage in such
practices are held accountable for
violating women’s rights and freedom
to consent. The law has added a new
section 498 B in the Pakistan Penal
Code to criminalize forced marriages of
women. A marriage shall be considered
a forced marriage when one or both
parties are married without their
consent or against their will. The act of
forcing a woman into a marriage is
punishable with imprisonment of a
maximum of seven years and a
minimum of three years and with a fine
of rupees five hundred thousand. This
offence is not  bailable, not
compoundable and the accused shall

not be arrested without a warrant.

The law includes provision that makes it

illegal for a woman to be married to the
Holy Quran. This law aims to prevent the
exploitation of religious beliefs or symbols
to corce or manipulate women into
marriages. Offenders who engage in such
practices shall now be recognized and
punished by the law. According to the
Law, anyone who compels, arranges, or
facilities a woman’s marriage to the Holy
Quran will be committing an offence under

section 498 C of the Pakistan Penal Code,

1860. The punishment for this offence
includes imprisonment for a maximum of
seven years, a minimum of three years, and
a fine of rupees five hundred thousand.
This offence is not bailable, not
compoundable, and the accused cannot be
arrested without a warrant. The law
defines, “marriage with Quran,” as when a
woman takes an oath on the Holy Quran to
remain unmarried or not claim her

inheritance, it is considered as a marriage

with the Quran.

7urther Information.-

The Criminal Law (Third
Amendment) Act, 2011

(XXVI of 2011) can be ( J
accessed at

www.na.gov.pk
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